
 

 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, Denver has a substantial interest in protecting the health and safety of its 
residents, including the youth of the community, from dangerous products such as tobacco; 

WHEREAS, tobacco use remains a significant public health problem and impediment to health 
equity in Denver and the United States;  

WHEREAS, Colorado leads the nation in vaping use rates amongst kids; 

Yes! We endorse the following resolution protecting youth from 
flavored tobacco products. 
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WHEREAS, the United States continues to combat the effects of the coronavirus (COVID-19), 
it has never been more important to keep our lungs healthy; 

WHEREAS, tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death in the U.S., killing 
more than 480,000 Americans each year, including 5,100 in Colorado;  

WHEREAS, according to the Surgeon General, nicotine can harm the parts of the adolescent 
brain responsible for attention, learning, mood and impulse control, and can prime the brain for 
addiction to other drugs; 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Surgeon General declared youth e-cigarette use an “epidemic” in 2018; 

WHEREAS, menthol cigarettes and other flavored tobacco products have been shown to be 
“starter” products for youth who begin using tobacco and these products help establish 
tobacco habits that can lead to long-term addiction; 

WHEREAS, eight out of ten youth who have ever used a tobacco product initiated with a 
flavored product; 

WHEREAS, the growing market for flavored tobacco products is undermining the nation’s 
overall progress in reducing youth tobacco use, which is at its highest rate in 19 years; 

WHEREAS, The Institute of Medicine, which has extensively studied raising the age of sale to 
21, concludes that it will reduce youth use in the long-term. We need to address this epidemic 
now by removing flavored products from the market.  With youth e-cigarette use escalating at 
a rapid rate, we should not depend on youth access and enforcement measures to address the 
problem. Despite strong retailer licensure requirements and compliance checks, there have 
been nearly 50 no-sales orders issued in Denver as a result of illegal sales to kids; 

WHEREAS, 42.8% of Denver LGBTQ youth report using tobacco products in the past 30 days, 
21% of African American youth, 25.9% of Hispanic Latino youth, 18.4% of Asian youth, and 
31.1% of Caucasian youth;  

WHEREAS, LGBTQ young adults are 2x more likely to smoke as their straight peers, a result of 
a decades –long campaign that includes direct, targeted marking in gay press publications, 
depicting tobacco use as a normal part of LGBTQ life.  

WHEREAS, 27.5% of U.S. high school students and 10.5% of U.S. middle school students—
over 5.3 million youth—are current e-cigarette users; 

WHEREAS, from 2017 to 2019, e-cigarette use more than doubled among high school 
students and more than tripled among middle school students; 

WHEREAS, more than one-third of high school e-cigarette users are frequent users, an 
indicator of addiction; 



WHEREAS, e-cigarettes are available in over 15,000 flavors including kid-friendly flavors like 
cotton candy, gummy bear and pink lemonade; 

WHEREAS, 97% of youth e-cigarette users use flavored products and 70% of youth e-
cigarette users say they use e-cigarettes “because they come in flavors I like”; 

WHEREAS, youth e-cigarette use is associated with an increased risk for cigarette smoking; 

WHEREAS, cigars are the second most popular tobacco product among youth and progress 
has stalled in reducing youth cigar use; cigars are sold in over 250 flavors—like Banana Smash, 
Chocolate Brownie and Cherry Dynamite—that attract youth and mask the harsh taste of 
tobacco; 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has concluded that menthol cigarettes lead 
to increased smoking initiation among youth and young adults, greater addiction, and 
decreased success in quitting smoking; 

WHEREAS, each day, more than 1,900 kids in the U.S. try their first cigarette; menthol, in 
particular, cools and numbs the throat and reduces irritation, making menthol cigarettes an 
appealing option for youth who are initiating tobacco use; 

WHEREAS, over half (54%) of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes compared to one-third 
(32%) of older adult smokers; 

WHEREAS, LGBT smokers are significantly more likely to smoke menthol cigarettes: more than 
36 percent of LGBT smokers report that they usually smoke menthols, which are easier to use 
and harder to quit; 

WHEREAS, the tobacco industry has targeted African American communities for decades with 
marketing for menthol cigarettes through sponsorship of community and music events, 
targeted magazine advertising, and retail promotions; 

WHEREAS, 85 percent of all African American smokers smoke menthol cigarettes and seven 
out of ten African-American youth smokers smoke menthol cigarettes; each year, 
approximately 45,000 African Americans die from a smoking-caused illness; 

WHEREAS, parents, schools, students and public health organizations , including the American 
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American Lung Association, American Heart 
Association, the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, One Colorado, NAACP, Colorado Black 
Health Collaborative, Denver Health, Children’s Hospital of Colorado, National Jewish, Healthier 
Colorado, and many more city, state and national public health organizations in Colorado 
support prohibiting the sale of ALL flavored tobacco products.  

 


